2023 12 24 Message - Gifts.
Tomorrow you will look forward 
to opening your presents.  Gifts.
Obviously, you will expect something 
that you haven't got or cannot afford to buy yourself.
Something that you really want or need. 
Gifts are given by people who love you 
and want to make you happy.
It is good to be thankful and say thank you to the giver.
God also has Gifts for you. Not just at Christmas time.
He loves you and wants you to receive them, 
enjoy and appreciate them and use them wisely.
In this box I have several gifts – Gifts from God.
The question is, 
“Shall we leave them wrapped up or open them?”
Well, they are no good to us 
if we do not open and receive them.
Gift Number 1.  VA
1. The Bible - God's Word of Truth.
We have the KJV in our language.
Authorised by King James I. AV
Still the best translation today.
Translated into English in 1611 and last revised in 1769.
The inspired authors of Scripture wrote over a period of 1,500 years and left an infallible testimony of God’s saving grace to mankind through the Lord Jesus Christ.
This translation was based on the most reliable text – 
copies of the original Hebrew (Masoretic) text 
as preserved by the Jews 
and the Greek New Testament 
from Textus Receptus, 
also known as the Received Text. Approved.
2 Timothy 3v16. “All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness.”
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The Lord Jesus promised the preservation of the text. Matthew 5v18, “For verily I say unto you, 
Till heaven and earth pass, one jot or one tittle  shall in no wise pass from the law, 
till all be fulfilled.
God reveals to us in the Bible: -
   His Character – Unchangeable, Holy, Eternal Being.
   The Godhead – Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
   His Omnipotence, Omniscience, and Omnipresence.
   His Sovereignty in Creation, Providence, and Redemption.
   His Wonderful Plan of Salvation. 
   To come as a Perfect Man to die on the cross 
 to save sinners like us.
   To take us to Heaven – His eternal home.
What a wonderful gift God has given to us.
	His Word of Truth.
I hope that you thank Him for it and read it every day.

The next gift is: -
2. Our Lives and Souls.  VA
God created Adam and Eve                                                and breathed into them living souls.
He has given you your life and a living, eternal, soul.
Our Conscience and Desires.
Given for us to use to God's glory.
Your soul is an eternal gift.
I hope that you thank Him for it every day.
I do hope that you have not taken it to yourselves.

The next gift is: -
3. Peace with, and Reconciliation, to God.  VA
Isaiah 9v6.  “For unto us a child is born, 
unto us a son is given: and the government shall be upon His shoulder: and His name shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, The mighty God, The everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace.”
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Look at what we have been promised. 
The Prince of Peace.
The Sovereign, Eternal, Son of God.
Heaven and Manger and Cross
Isaiah 7v14. “Behold, a virgin shall conceive, and bear a son, and shall call His name Immanuel.”

Both Mary and Joseph were told by God, 
“Thou shalt call His name Jesus: 
for He shall save His people from their sins.”
They were both of the lineage of King David.

The Lord Jesus came to reconcile sinners to God.
2 Corinthians 5v18,
“God, who hath reconciled us 
to Himself by Jesus Christ,”
We who were enemies of God by our sin 
can be at peace with God.

The next gift is: -
4. Faith. Unto Repentance.   VA
Ephesians 2v8-10, “For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God:
9 Not of works, lest any man should boast.
10 For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which God hath before ordained that we should walk in them.”

The Lord Jesus said to Nicodemus John 3v8-10.
“Ye must be born again … 
so is every one that is born of the Spirit.”
Born Again from above.
The Sovereign work of God, The Holy Spirit.
His quickening work giving faith unto repentance.
Have you been given faith?
Quickened by the power of the Holy Spirit?
Do you have a desire to trust God?
A desire to repent and believe in the Saviour?
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Do you have a change of heart and lifestyle
and a desire of obedience towards God?
Have you thanked God 
for His Gift of Faith unto Repentance?

The next gift is: -
5. Conviction of Soul and Forgiveness. VA
Confession of our sin brings forgiveness from God.
1 John 1v9. “If we confess our sins, 
He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, 
and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.”
What a wonderful gift this is!
Maybe we try to be good 
so that our parents will give us a gift.
But we certainly do not deserve this gift from God.
	We rightly deserve His wrath and judgement.
Naturally, we are at Emnity with God – Enemies.
We may not be vicious enemies of God, 
But we can be proud ones.
Psalm 14v3. “They are all gone aside, 
they are all together become filthy: 
there is none that doeth good, no, not one.”

Forgiveness is the most costly and precious gift.
When you get a gift that you know cost a lot of money 
you think of how much the giver likes you.

We should always remember that it cost 
the Lord Jesus His life's blood 
when He died as our substitute on the cross,
He suffered the Holy Wrath of His Father 
punishment which we should have received for our sin. 
Eternal punishment condensed into 6 awful hours.
What a cost!           VA Cross, and Sealed Tomb. 

Romans 5v8. 
“But God commendeth His love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.”
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Hebrews 2v8. “Looking unto Jesus 
the author and finisher of our faith; 
who for the joy that was set before Him 
endured the cross, despising the shame, 
and is set down 
at the right hand of the throne of God.”

Matthew 28v6. 
“He is not here: for He is risen, as He said.”
Christians believe in a Risen Saviour.
A finished work. “It is finished.”
VA Tomb open. Risen. Death could not hold Him.
John 3v16. “For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in Him should not perish, but have everlasting life.”

Ascended. To return as the Righteous Judge.

Have you shown your appreciation 
of this wonderful gift of Love?
Did He die for you?

The next gift is: -
6. Friendship, Guidance and Help.  VA
John 14v26,27. 
“But the Comforter, which is the Holy Ghost, 
whom the Father will send in My name, 
He shall teach you all things, 
and bring all things to your remembrance, 
whatsoever I have said unto you.
Peace I leave with you, My peace I give unto you: 
not as the world giveth, give I unto you. 
Let not your heart be troubled, 
neither let it be afraid.”

Hebrews 13v5. 
“I will never leave you or forsake you.”
V6. “The Lord is my helper.”
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The Psalmist said, “I will lift up mine eyes unto the hills, from whence cometh my help.
My help cometh from the LORD, 
which made heaven and earth.”
Is the Lord your Friend, Helper, 
and Guide through this life and into the next?

The next gift is: -
7. The Promise of Eternal Life.
John 14v1-3
“Let not your heart be troubled: ye believe in God, 
believe also in Me.
In My Father's house are many mansions: 
if it were not so, I would have told you. 
I go to prepare a place for you.
And if I go and prepare a place for you, 
I will come again, and receive you unto Myself; 
that where I am, there ye may be also.”
Do you know that the Lord is preparing a place for you in His Eternal Heaven?
Many mansions. A place for us in Heaven 

Conclusion.
We have thought of 7 Gifts from God.
We could go on to list many more.
What should you do when you receive a gift?
You say thank you to the giver. Sincere Gratitude. 
You open it, you cherish it and put it to good use.

Are you ungrateful? Do you throw it away?
Surely it is the wrapping that gets thrown away.

So read Bible. It is God's word of truth.
Exercise faith in Jesus Christ unto repentance 
When you open your presents tomorrow, 
remember the gifts that God has given you.
Use them wisely to the blessing of your soul.
